Bible Studies

Daniel (6)

Nebuchadnezzar’s Testimony – Part 2

Daniel 4:23-37

Introduction


In his testimony the King told about what he saw in his dream. He knew the details of the dream but he didn’t know its meaning. As usual, he brought in the wise men of his kingdom to give him the interpretation. They either couldn’t give an interpretation or they guessed what it might mean and were afraid to tell the King. So the king turned to the one “wise man” whom he trusted and knew was honest. Daniel was all that, but he needed to be courageous as well when he realized the meaning of the king’s dream. He told Nebuchadnezzar that he was the great and strong tree. His greatness had reached to the sky and his dominion to the distant parts of the earth. That was the good news, but what followed was not! 

Read Dan. 4:23-27

I. The decree from heaven

A. Daniel reminded the King that he had seen a holy one come down from heaven making a decree or making a command. The tree was to be cut down and destroyed. Job 40:12 But they were to leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field. The roots were to remain in the ground. Then the pronoun changes to “he”. He was to be soaked with the dew of heaven and to live like the wild animals for 7 years. Psa. 107:40 Daniel explained that this decree had been issued against the King by the Most High. This assured that it would take place since the Most High said so. The King would be driven away from people like an animal with the animals outdoors. I guess in those days they didn’t have mental institutions like we have now. Even a former King or Emperor was not cared for when he went crazy. Maybe they saw it as the will of the gods so didn’t interfere. Actually, in Nebuchadnezzar’s case it was the will and judgement of the Lord God.

B. But the Lord didn’t leave the King without hope. The time of judgment was limited to 7 years. And the deciding factor was the King’s attitude toward the God who had been revealing Himself through Daniel and his 3 friends. The end of the trial would come when the King acknowledged that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone He wishes. Jer. 27:5 The stump would be bound with iron and bronze, perhaps indicating that Nebuchadnezzar would be bound with chains to keep him from hurting anyone. The roots left in the ground were God’s assurance that his kingdom would be restored when he acknowledged that heaven rules. Was that so hard? Couldn’t the King bow at that point and acknowledge the power and sovereignty of God? He certainly could have, but Daniel, who knew the King knew that there were certain problems. 

II. Daniel’s advice

A. It was a very tricky thing for Daniel to honestly tell the King the interpretation of his dream. But what he did next was even trickier. How could Daniel dare to give the King advice? This was unheard of, especially when it challenged the King. Nonetheless, Daniel did what God had placed him there to do. He actually called the King a sinner when he told him to renounce his sins and do what was right. Isa. 55:6-7 This means that Daniel was standing in judgment on the King, accusing him of doing things that were not right. You don’t tell things like this to a great ruler without fearing for your life. But God protected Daniel because he was doing God’s will. Probably Nebuchadnezzar’s greatest sin was his pride, and this God was going to break if he didn’t repent and turn from it. Daniel also told the King that he needed to renounce his wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It seems that the King’s other great sin was using his power wrongly to oppress his people. Why were there any oppressed people in his kingdom? It was within his power to be kind and relieve that oppression. Isa. 58:6-7
B. Daniel didn’t promise anything, but he tried to help the King understand that God is merciful. When He sees us change, He changes His judgment. We are all under His condemnation until the day that we believe and are saved. John 3:18, 36 Our repentance changes God’s verdict because He is a merciful God who is not willing that any should perish. II Pet. 3:9 Daniel thought that if the King truly repented of his sinful ways that his prosperity could continue. Maybe God’s warning dream and Daniel’s advice helped Nebuchadnezzar for awhile. Possibly he took it seriously and humbled himself, remembering that God is indeed sovereign and able to set up or remove rulers at His will. But time eventually dulled the message. Maybe the King began believing all the empty words spoken to him by lying, flattering people around him. It seems that he began again to admire himself in the light of all he had done and his power over the world.

Read Dan. 4:28-33

III. God’s judgment

A. 12 months later King Nebuchadnezzar had forgotten God’s warning and Daniel’s advice. It’s good that he was at least willing to admit his foolishness and his fall publicly in this testimony. He didn’t try to blame it on someone else as most politicians do. He accepted all the blame personally. He quoted his own arrogant and foolish words as he walked on the roof of the royal palace admiring the city below. “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” He was admiring his own power and glory and taking credit for doing it all himself. He had totally forgotten Daniel’s words when he had interpreted his first dream of the great statue. Dan. 2:37-38 Daniel had said that the God of heaven had given the King dominion and power and might and glory. All the things the King was proud of were gifts from God!

B. Daniel went on to say that God had placed in the King’s hands mankind, birds and beasts. God had made him ruler over them all. He was only ruler because God had placed the world under his leadership. The exact same idea was repeated with the latest dream of the great tree. But Nebuchadnezzar chose to ignore it. While the King’s arrogant words were still on his lips, a voice came from heaven. When God speaks it can mean great blessing or terrible judgment. In this case, the judgment fell when God spoke. All the things that Daniel had interpreted were repeated by the voice of God. His royal authority was taken from him. He would be driven away from people, live with the wild animals and eat grass like cattle. He would be in that condition for 7 years until he finally acknowledged that God sets up kings and deposes them as He wishes.

C. In one moment all the King’s power, glory and dominion was stripped from him. It reminds me of the parable of the rich fool that Jesus told. While he was bragging about his riches, God told him that he would have to face God that very night. Immediately the prophecy to the King was fulfilled. The King must have gone raving mad. He was driven out of his palace and away from people. Maybe the general populace didn’t even know what had happened to their King. The other leaders may have kept it secret so that the kingdom didn’t fall apart. Nebuchadnezzar ate grass like the cattle, and lived out in the dew and rain until his hair grew like eagle’s feathers and his nails like bird’s claws. What a sight he must have been. How are the mighty fallen!

Read Dan. 4:34-37

IV. Restoration of sanity

A. God had decreed not only the judgment on Nebuchadnezzar, but the time limit as well. It was to last for 7 years. That’s a long time to lose from your life to insanity. But it could have been much worse. God could have let the King be insane till death, or actually die in his sins to face an eternity of separation from God. Instead, in His mercy God graciously allowed the King to raise his eyes to heaven. When he did that, his sanity was restored. Once again it is the paradox of the sovereign God working and man responding by making the choice to believe and worship God. This is the way it is in all of life. Then the King praised, honored and glorified the Most High. He could have asked the Lord why He had allowed this insanity. But now he has learned that the Lord is sovereign and it doesn’t help to question what He does. This is quite a different speech from the one he made verse 30. The King has made a 180-degree turn to the opposite direction, but at the cost of 7 years of his life!

B.
Evidently Nebuchadnezzar finally really got the message from this 3rd encounter with the Living God. He sang a song of praise to the Most High and sent it to the whole world. What had he now learned about God?

1.) God’s dominion is an eternal dominion, unlike the reign of earthly kings.

2.) God’s kingdom endures from generation to generation, not ending when a king dies like earthly kingdoms do sometimes. Psa. 145:13
3.) All the people of the earth are regarded as nothing - and yet God personally cared for the King and for Daniel and his 3 friends. Isa. 40:17
4.) God does as He pleases, not just with the peoples of the earth, but with the powers of heaven, too. Actually, He’s the only One who can do as He pleases because it is His creation which He owns and sustains. Psa. 115:3
5.) No one can hold back God’s hand. No one can question Him: “What have You done or why have You done it?” Rom. 9:20
Nebuchadnezzar, being a man of great authority and power, could understand better than most how much authority God has. It reminds me of the centurion who could understand Jesus’ power over demons, sickness and sin because of his own authority over his men.

V. Restoration of the kingdom

A. The amazing thing is that Nebuchadnezzar got his kingdom back! That is basically unheard of in history. But since his kingdom was in God’s hands, God could give it back. He did it by causing his advisors and nobles to seek him out after his sanity was restored. He was not only given back his throne, his honor and splendor. He became greater than before. I think that the King now understood, not only about God, but also about how to be a good ruler. This was what Daniel had advised him, but the King was stubborn like we are sometimes, and had to learn it the hard way.

B. I believe that Nebuchadnezzar had become a believer in God, committed to do His will. He concludes this amazing testimony with worship and faith. He wrote, “I praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven.” That is worship! Then he wrote, “Everything He does is right and all His ways are just.” Deut. 32:4 That’s faith, and acceptance of God’s will. The King was not bitter or rebellious over the bad experiences he had. Instead he saw God as a just and righteous God. How did he know all this? It was more than just something he learned in his head from a teacher. He had personally experienced that “those who walk in pride He is able to humble.”

Conclusion


When I picture Nebuchadnezzar crawling around like an animal and making animal noises it reminds me of those I have seen on the TV in the so-called miracle crusades. The false teachers claim that they are full of the Holy Spirit, but is that the kind of spirit that turns people into animals? The King was judged for his pride and attempt to steal God’s glory. Is this animal behavior we see today instead of a blessing a judgment from God for the same reasons? We need to be very careful that we don’t try to steal God’s glory for ourselves. We must always be humble before Him and remember that anything good that comes from our lives or teaching is because of Him, not us!

